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HOUSE SCHEDULE / BILL INFORMATION

The 107th General Assembly is in full swing.  Currently we convene for session on the House floor on Mondays and Thursdays.    On Tuesdays and Wednesdays we have committee meetings scheduled all day.   Bills I am sponsoring this year include (but are not limited to) extending the sales tax rebate for victims of the 2010 flood, mandatory exercise for school students, fines for obscene bumper stickers, homeowner association accountability, disaster fundraising accountability, limousine service regulations and tax breaks for small, existing Tennessee businesses who hire and maintain more employees.
If you have any questions about pending legislation or any issue you want to discuss, please call.  

Next Monday night after floor session, the House will jointly convene with the Senate to hear the Governor’s State of the State address.  
VOTING PRECINCT CHANGES

I have been informed by the Davidson County Election Commission of the following:
1)  Old Brick Church School voting location has had a name change, now called

      Smithson Craighead Academy Middle School.

2)  Gateway School voting location has been temporarily changed to Rivergate Church
      of Christ at 201 Alta Loma Road.  Voters will be notified when voting will resume

      at Gateway.
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KEEP MY TENNESSEE HOME
The following information is from the Tennessee Housing Development Agency.
The Keep My Tennessee Home - Tennessee’s Hardest Hit Fund program provides loans to unemployed or substantially underemployed homeowners who, through no fault of their own, are financially unable to make their mortgage payments and are in danger of losing their homes to foreclosure. Tennessee is one of 18 states plus the District of Columbia that are receiving Hardest Hit Funds due to having an unemployment rate that is higher than the national average. The Keep My Tennessee Home program will make homeowners’ payments on their mortgage and mortgage related expenses such as property taxes, homeowner insurance, homeowner association dues, and/or past-due mortgage payments that accumulated during a period of unemployment. The Hardest Hit Fund is being administered in Tennessee by the Tennessee Housing Development Agency (THDA).

Homeowners who qualify for financial assistance may receive up to 18 months of monthly mortgage payments and/or funds to pay past due mortgage payments to bring the mortgage current; these funds are paid directly to the loan servicer/lender.

To qualify for the Keep My Tennessee Home program, a homeowner must meet the following eligibility requirements: 

· Be unemployed or underemployed (a 50% reduction of income) through no fault of their own (not terminated for cause). The event or incident which results in unemployment or substantial underemployment must have occurred after Jan. 1, 2008.

· Have a mortgage for a single-family home or condominium (attached or detached) in Tennessee that they occupy as their primary residence. This includes manufactured homes on foundations permanently affixed to real estate that they own.

· Have a history of timely mortgage payments prior to the job loss/reduction of income, or no more than two 30- day late payments in the 12 months prior to the job loss/reduction of income.The combined amount of your mortgage principal, interest, taxes and insurance must be greater than 31% of your household income after the job loss/reduction of income. 

· Not have more than six months' reserves of liquid assets, that is, liquid assets equal to six months of their mortgage principal, interest, taxes and insurance.

· Have a household income less than $74,980.

· Have a total unpaid principal balance not exceeding $226,100.

Above are the basic eligibility criteria. Meeting these criteria does not guarantee eligibility for the Keep My Tennessee Home program.
Keep My Tennessee Home is a 0% interest, non-recourse, deferred-payment, forgivable, subordinate loan.  The loan is forgiven at a rate of 20% a year.  If you keep your home as your primary residence for 5 years, you do not have to pay back the loan.

NOTICE: If anyone seeks to charge you a fee to help you with applying for assistance from this program please report this immediately to your local counseling provider and/or the Tennessee Housing Development Agency.  For more information, contact THDA at Toll Free: 1-855-890-8073 or e-mail at keepmytnhome@thda.org .

Hope you have a great weekend, and please let me know if I may assist you in any way.
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