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TENNESSEE WINS RACE TO THE TOP GRANT

Governor Phil Bredesen announced this week that Tennessee is one of just two states selected to receive millions of dollars for education in the federal government’s Race to the Top competition.   The U.S. Department of Education announced Tennessee and Delaware as the competition’s first round winners. 

Tennessee will receive approximately $500 million to implement its comprehensive school reform plans over the next four years. 

THe Race to the Top state competition is designed to reward states that are leading the way in comprehensive, coherent, statewide education reform across four key areas: 
1)  ADOPTING STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS THAT PREPARE STUDENTS TO SUCCEED IN COLLGE AND THE WORKPLACE;

2)  BUILDING DATA SYSTEMS THAT MEASURE STUDENT GROWTH AND SUCCESS AND INFORM TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS HOW TO IMPROVE INSTRUCTION;

3)  RECRUITING, DEVELOPING, REWARDING AND RETAINING EFFECTIVE TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS;

4)  TURNING AROUND THE LOWEST PERFORMING SCHOOLS
Forty states and the District of Columbia submitted applications for the first phase of grants.  The peer reviewers awarded the highest scores to Delaware and Tennessee.   Tennessee’s complete Race to the Top proposal can be found on the state Department of Education Web site at www.tn.gov/education. 

AT THE END OF SESSION, I WILL GIVE A RE-CAP OF IMPORTANT LEGISLATION WE HAVE PASSED DURING THE 106TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

ENJOY YOUR WEEKEND; AND PLEASE CALL ME IF I MAY ASSIST YOU OR IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS.
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