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Today I want to offer congratulation to two special people.  One is Miss Pauline Sterry who recently celebrated her 80th birthday.  Miss Pauline, you are very special and much loved by everyone who knows you.  Thank you for all that you do and have done for so many.
I also want to congratulate Mr. Kenneth Tidwell upon being named Tennessee’s 2008 Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year.  Lots of hard work, dedication and love of trees resulted in this award!

Although I have several pieces of legislation making their way through respective committees, I will highlight three this week. 

HB93 by Moore/SB277 by Haynes: This bill requires criminal background checks to be conducted for direct care employees “prior to employment” instead of “prior to employment or within seven days of employment”. This legislation was proposed to protect nursing home patients. 


HB835 by Moore/SB1464 by Haynes: This bill expands the Wilder-Naifeh technical skills grants to (fire fighter) students attending the Fire Service and Codes Enforcement Academy; limits such grants to $500.00 per student annually. This legislation was proposed in an attempt to lower the number of fire deaths in Tennessee. Tennessee is currently ranked fifth in the nation in civilian fire deaths!


HB893 by Moore/SB37 by Kyle: This bill expands eligibility for Helping Heroes grants to include current members of a reserve or Tennessee National Guard unit who have served on active military service of the United States and who meet all the other eligibility requirements for the grants; it removes limitations on the number of recipients of helping heroes grants, but retains limitation on the amount to be expended for such grants.     

I also want to discuss HB 2361 by Moore/SB 2217 by Henry.  Most of you are aware that Senator Henry and I proposed legislation for an environmental overlay in Bell’s Bend.  The legislation is titled “Rural Agricultural and Natural Resources Act” (RANRA) and was actually requested by some of the residents in the Scottsboro community.  The legislation would put land use restrictions on the properties involved if two thirds of the residents in the area elected to have the RANRA designation.
In an attempt to get input from the residents who would have immediate impact from this legislation, Senator Henry and I mailed a ballot to all the tax payers in the Bell’s Bend area; utilizing addresses provided by the tax assessors office.  
There were one hundred eighty-four ballots mailed out.  There were ninety-nine ballots returned.  Of the returned ballots there were twenty-three YES votes for RANRA and seventy-six NO votes against RANRA.  That is 23% for and 77% against.
There are some in the area who want development and some who do not want development.  Some just do not want restrictions on what they can do with their land, even if it leaves options open for land development in the area.  But the end result is that 77% of the respondents were against the RANRA legislation.
On a different note, our committees and sessions for both the House and Senate are video streamed.  Just go to www.legislature.state.tn.us, underneath “videos” click your choice, then click on any committee or session where it reads “in progress”.  You may also see the schedule of committees for the day and archived videos.   Any time it reads “in progress” you should be able to click and view “live” as it happens.
Have a great weekend, and please contact me if I may assist you in any way.

[image: image2.png]


           Weekly updates are for informational purposes only.
The Weekly Update





Tennessee General Assembly


House of Representatives


Rep. Gary Moore


House District 50


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rep.gary.moore@capitol.tn.gov" ��rep.gary.moore@capitol.tn.gov�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.moorefortn.net" ��www.moorefortn.net�











2

