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STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

On Monday, January 30, the Governor presented his annual State of the State address.   

In his address, the Governor noted that while the budget includes reductions (some painful) in order to balance the budget, it also includes strategic investments in our priorities and savings for the future, including $50 million going into the Rainy Day Fund.  

Governor Haslam also noted that our job is to make sure we are providing the very best services for the very lowest price (tax dollars); and mentioned each department spending the last year going through a top to bottom review in order to streamline and save money.

Go to the Governor’s site at http://www.tn.gov/governor/  where you can view the entire State of the State address.

I want my e-mails to give you, my constituents, the information you want.  If there is anything you would like to see included, please let me know.  If there is something you particularly like or dislike, I need to know that as well.  I want to keep you informed, and I would appreciate your input. 

Food Tax Reduction 
I have proposed a bill which would reduce the sales tax on food from 5.5% to .25%; while increasing non-food item sales tax from 7% to 7.5% to make up what is lost on sales tax for food.   This would greatly reduce (by 5.25%) the sales tax on food and put it on non necessities.  The Governor proposes reducing the sales tax on food from 5.5% to 5.3%, and I just do not feel his proposal goes far enough.  It is my hope that my bill will have widespread support because it so greatly reduces the sales tax on a basic necessity.
Synthetic Drugs / Bath Salts
 Poisoning is the 2nd leading cause of injury death in Tennessee, trailing only motor vehicle accidents.  We have all seen media coverage on synthetic chemicals known as bath salts or plant food.  They are generally labeled "not for human consumption" but people continue to purchase and use them.  For those who use these products, they may experience delusions, psychosis and paranoia.  This may result in combativeness, assaults and suicide attempts.   Please make your family aware of the dangers of using these products.  Should you need more information, contact the Tenn. Poison Center at 1-800-222-1222.
 

2012 Questionnaire
Very soon my 2012 Questionnaire will be mailed out to each household in my District.   I hope you will take the time to complete the questionnaire and return it to me.

Have a great weekend, and please call me at 741-4317 if you need assistance or just want to discuss an issue or legislation that is before us.  I enjoy hearing from you and want to know what is on your mind.

Gary 


State Representative Gary W. Moore
Tennessee General Assembly

741-4317


	

	


