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As you probably know, the session is officially over for 2008.  We had a very busy year and many good pieces of legislation came out of it.  Over the course of the two years of this 105th General Assembly, we ran over 4,000 bills.  As promised last week, I will give you the highlights of my 2007-2008 legislation.  This is not all of my legislation, but the bills that garnered the most interest.
HB 221--Requires motor vehicle dealers to pay off the agreed upon indebtedness on a traded-in vehicle within 30 days after the dealer has received actual payment on the financing contract for the new motor vehicle.   This came about as a result of constituent complaints about being billed for car payments on a traded in vehicle 6 months after the car had been traded in.  Some dealers were not paying off the traded in car in a timely manner.
HB 222--Requires reporting to the General Assembly on the infectious MRSA disease.  MRSA is the one you hear so much about in the media, but prior to this legislation there was no requirement for reporting how many new cases each year and where they were coming from (i.e. hospitals, schools, prisons, etc.)
HB 224--Authorizes the Governor to develop a comprehensive state energy conservation plan.

HB 227-- Increased the fine for illegally using parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities.
HB 228-- This is my “Tennessee Truth in Music Advertising Act”.  This bill prohibits “knock-off” musical groups from advertising themselves as the real or original group.
HB 288--Prohibits mattress dealers from selling refurbished mattresses as new.

HB 1256-- My “Voter Confidence Act” requires that a paper ballot system be used in all Tennessee precincts no later than 2010.  The implementation of this program is paid for by federal funds, which we already have in place.
HB 2418-- My “Helping Heroes Act” was actually rolled into another bill from the Finance Committee.  It provides $1,000 per semester for full time college or university attendance and half that for less than full time attendance for veterans of the Middle East conflicts. Each veteran is eligible for up to $8,000 total.

HB 2420-- Some referred to this bill as the “Hannah Montana” bill because of the inability to get tickets to that concert due to ticket scalpers.  This legislation makes it illegal to sell, give, transfer, use, distribute or possess software that is designed to circumvent security measures on the ticket seller’s website.  This helps ensure a fair and equitable buying process, as most tickets “scalped” are bought over the internet.
HB 2873-- Requires the Coordinator of Elections to create minimum standards for educating election officials.
HB 3264-- Requires background checks to be completed PRIOR to employment at day care centers.

HB 3266-- This bill amends my universal carding bill so that if you appear to be over the age of 50, a clerk is not required to see i.d. when purchasing beer.

If you have questions about any of this legislation or if you have ideas that you feel should be looked at for possible legislation, please call me.

******
I sincerely hope that each of you have a safe and enjoyable Memorial Day weekend.  As we cook out with family and friends, please pause to remember those who have served and are serving to keep us free, those who have returned wounded and especially remember those who have given their lives so that we may have liberty.
******
This is the last weekly update until session begins again next year.  However, I will resume my monthly “Moore From the Hill” beginning in June.
As always, let me know if I may help you in any way.  
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