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This month we celebrate Veterans Day, and I am dedicating “Moore From the Hill” to our Veterans.  It has been said that without the American soldier there would have never been a United States of America.   Without the American soldier, we would not be a free nation today.  I am so grateful to our Veterans and service men and women (and their families) who have placed everything they hold dear on the line to keep us free.

Our country has confronted countless challenges and without a doubt faces many more in the future.  I am, as I know you are motivated and inspired by the deeds, accomplishments and sacrifices of our patriots past and present.
Veterans Day recognizes the important contributions of the millions of our citizens whose military service has a profound effect on history.  Veterans Day pays tribute to and honors all those who have served America in all wars.   Originally created in 1921, the first official “Armistice Day” occurred on November 11, 1926.   The date was decided by the recognized time and date of the end of World War 1:  11:00 a.m. on November 11, 1918.  This is the 11th month, 11th day, 11th hour.

The name was officially changed to Veterans Day in 1954 by President Eisenhower.

DID YOU KNOW:
Over 140,000 are currently serving in Iraq
3,850 U.S. Military personnel have died since the war began

28,000 U.S. military wounded since the war began

ACCORDING TO THE LATEST VA ESTIMATES:
There are over 532,100 veterans living in Tennessee

Of that number  56,800 served in WWII

                          62,800 served in the Korean Conflict

                        185,200 served in the Vietnam era

                        110,100 served in the Gulf War era
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STATE LAWS PASSED THIS YEAR FOR VETERANS
This year the Tennessee State legislature passed a law that says a disabled veteran of a U.S. armed force may receive the amount necessary to pay or reimburse the veteran for all or part of the local property taxes paid for a given tax year on property that the disabled veteran owned and used as the veteran’s residence if the veteran meets certain criteria.

Also passed was a bill that says if a Tennessean is killed as a direct result of service injuries or is reported as either a POW or MIA (or formerly classified as such) while serving in a United States armed force during a qualifying period of armed conflict, that person’s dependent children and spouse qualify for financial aid for their education under certain circumstances.
PROPOSED VETERAN LEGISLATION FOR 2008

Tennessee is the first state to introduce aid programs specifically for our new generation of veterans.  The proposed “Helping Heroes Act of 2008” will provide up to $1,000 per semester for Tennessee veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars when attending approved state institutions of higher learning on a full-time basis.  Total benefits provided by this bill are capped at $8,000 and must be used within eight years of the end of military service.
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To the band of brothers both past and present who have risked everything they hold dear, I thank you from the bottom of my heart.  Thank you for the legacy of freedom and liberty that your sacrifices provide.  We can never repay all you have given, but know that we recognize and appreciate the price you pay for each of us.  
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For information from the Department of Veterans Affairs, go to www.state.tn.us/veterans/help.html .  You  may also call the following numbers:
Veterans Benefit Office
327-5303

Claims Services

741-1863

I hope you find “Moore From The Hill” informative.  However, the information contained herein is not given as legal or professional advice, rather for informational purposes only.

If I may assist you in any way, please call me at 741-4317.
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