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     As we approach Christmas, our minds are on many things.  As we pause to remember the reason for the holiday, and as we decorate, shop, bake, travel, prepare for family and guests in our home and the many things that make our Christmas traditions; my wish is that you will have a wonderfully blessed and safe holiday season.  I also want each of you to know that I truly consider it a blessing and an honor that you allow me to represent you.

     With this issue of Moore From the Hill, I want to focus on holiday safety. I hope you will find the information helpful.  
SHOPPING SAFETY

>If shopping includes visiting an ATM, try to use it during daylight hours in populated areas and have someone with you if at all possible.  Pay attention to your surroundings.  If anyone is lurking near the machine, pass it up and find another.
>Shop during daylight hours whenever possible.
>Be very careful with your wallet or purse.  These are prime targets for criminals.  Never leave your purse unattended in a shopping cart.

>Avoid carrying your checkbook, credit cards and cash all in one wallet and do not “flash” large rolls of money in public.

>Make sure you get your credit or debit card back after each purchase.

>If there are carbons of your credit card receipt, destroy them. 

>Do not overload yourself with packages.  You need a clear view of your surroundings (not blocked by an armful of packages).  Additionally, being overloaded makes you a tempting target for someone to grab your purchases and run.
>Keep a constant eye on your children if you take them shopping.  Teach them what to do if you get separated or if someone approaches them.
>Park where there is plenty of light around your car and also from your car to the store entrance.

>Remember where you parked so you can return to your car without delay.

>Ask for a security guard escort to your car if you feel unsafe.
>Place packages out of sight in trunk.

>Keep car locked at all times, but have your keys ready as you approach your car.  Lock your car as soon as you get back into it.
>Be aware of your surroundings both in the parking lot and while shopping.

>If you stop for fuel, keep your doors locked while out of the car.  Otherwise, someone could grab a purse, wallet or any other items of value from the passenger side while you pump the fuel.

TRAVEL SAFETY
**Traveling By Car
>Allow extra time in your schedule.  Avoid traveling during rush hours.  Be aware that the heaviest travel occurs the days immediately before and after Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day.
>Do a winter “check-up” on your car--inspect brakes, tires, antifreeze, wiper fluid, wipers, lights and battery. 
>Carry items for on the road emergencies.  Blankets, flares, first-aid kit, flashlight, water and snacks are a good start.   Pack chains if you are heading into snow.  It is also useful to have a shovel to dig out in case you get stuck, and a bag of kitty litter to pour under the wheels for traction.  
>Make sure everyone wears seatbelts at all times.

>Be very cautious about where you exit off the freeway for gasoline, food, restroom breaks and etc.  Some areas are just not safe for travelers.
>Get plenty of rest before you leave on a long trip, and do not take medications that will make you drowsy.
TREE SAFETY

Unfortunately, every year we all hear the news stories of some family losing all they have to a tragic fire that began with their Christmas tree or the electrical cords used to light it. Even more sadly the tragedy often results in the loss of life, so please adhere to the safety tips below.

>If you are using a natural cut tree make sure it is properly supported and stable to prevent the tree from tipping.

>The tree should have a water reservoir with at least a 2-day capacity, and the water level should cover at least 2 inches of the trunk. The reservoir should be checked daily.

>If the natural cut tree becomes so dry that the needles or leaves fall off when a branch is shaken, it should be replaced immediately.

>Trees should not be located near heating vents, other fixed or portable heating devices or any device that could cause the tree to dry out prematurely or to be ignited.

>Candles and other open flames should be kept away from the tree and all natural vegetation.

>Any electrical lights or equipment used on or near the tree should be listed by a third-party testing laboratory, and be in good condition. 
>Extension cords should not be used under rugs where they will be walked on and potentially damaged. They should not be used in traffic areas where they may trip individuals or pull over the tree.

Once again I wish each of you a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holiday and I hope you have a safe, prosperous and Happy New Year.         
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A nostalgic look back at the Nativity scene at Centennial Park 
which was displayed each December from 1953-1967
I hope you find “Moore From The Hill” informative.  However, the information contained herein is not given as legal or professional advice, rather for informational purposes only.  As always, please contact me if I may be of assistance in any matter.

MOORE


FROM THE HILL


State Representative Gary Moore


35 Legislative Plaza


Nashville, TN  37243


615-741-4317


rep.gary.moore@legislature.state.tn.us








